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Right Reverend Father in God, 


n 


Lokxp BIs ho of Carliſie. 


My LORD, 


Aving receiv'd ſo many and great Fa- 

vours, throughout the Courſe of ſeve- 
ral Tears, wherein I have had the Honour 
of being known to Jou, I could not be igno- 
rant of my Obligations, to give them the moſt 
publick Acknowledgments, and only waited a 
convenient Time ; not that I imagine the Pre- 


A3 ſent, 
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ſent, wherewith I now preſume to trouble Your 
Lordſhip, does in all Reſpeits ſo much claim 
Tour Acceptance, as it begs Tour Excuſe, and 
defires to take Umbrage under Tour Name ; for 
I am ſenſible how much the Dreſs and Stile 
of it ſtands in need of ſuch a Proteftion, at 
the ſame time I am nevertheleſs pretty well 
aſſur'd, that the Principles on which the whole 
Diſcourſe is grounded, will be able to bear it 
out, with fo undoubted and ſincere a Friend to 
the Church and Monarchy as Tour Lordſhip ; be- 
ing conformable enough, if I miſtake not, with 
Tour own Sentiments, and thoſe of Your de- 
ceasd Friend, and give me leave to uſe Tour 
own Words, Tour particular Patron, ſince eve- 
ry Engliſh Man ſhould own him for his, who 
was ſo truly Loyal to his Soveraign, and ſo 
great a Lover of his Country: In condoling with 
Tour Lordſhip upon a Loſs, which muſt needs come 
ſo very near Jon, I could have no more ſea- 
ſonable Remedy for Tour Grief, than the Occaſi- 
on. of congratulating with Tou for thoſe Suc- 
ceſſes which countervail the Loſs of the greateff 
Man. I mean thoſe which the extraordinary 
Providence of God has vouchſaf'd to Her Ma- 
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jeſtys Arms, under the Conduct of the Duke of 
Marlborough. 

And while I am writing this, the happy 
News is arriv'd of Her Majeſty's Fleet having 
obtain'd the Sole Dominion of the Seas, by a 
Signal and Glorious Victory over the French: A 
thing which will for ever vindicate the unque- 
ſtionable Valour of Her Majeſty's Admiral 
Sir George Rook, and ſtop the Mouths of all 
thoſe Murmurers, who have been endeavonring, 
all they could, to ballance the Glory of the late 
Victory, by a dead weight of Fears and Fea- 
loufies about the Navy. | 

n hereby it is now apparent to the World, 
that God pleads the Cauſe of His Anointed, and 
would have Men convinc'd of their Prejudices 
againſt that Church, and thoſe Adwocates of His 
true Religion, upon whom, in both theſe Actions, 
He has ſhone ſo brightly with His Providence, that 
Men muſt be blind who will not ſee it, and 
ſenſeleſs who will not be thankful for it. It 
ſhould therefore be effefFual to put them in Mind 
of their continu d Repining and Uneaſineſs, even 
under the kindeſi Diſpenſations, and awaken 


their hearty Sorrow and Repentance, ſo far as 
| Pons to 
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to exchange their Complaints into Gratitude, and 
their artificial Fears into true Loyalty and ſin- 
cere Religion; ſuch as is not to be found in that 
pretended Moderation, which is indifferent to 
any Religion; but in that truly Religious Cha- 
rity and Uniform Communion, which ſhews in- 
deed that we are Chriſtians; and which will 
not only make us happy under our preſent Pro- 
ſperity, but in all likelihood prevail with Him 
for Procurement of farther Bleſſings, who is 
the God of Unity, and not Diſorder. | 

Towards the introducing ſuch a Temper in 
the Minds of thoſe Men in whom it is want= 
ing, if this Diſcourſe, by the Grace of God, 
ſhall be any way uſeful, I ſhall not only have 
my Aim, but be acquitted by Tour Lordſhip for 
the Trouble of this Addreſs, from, 


MY LORD, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt Humble, and 
moſt Faithful Seryant and Chaplain, 


William Elſiob. 


PSALM CII. ro. 
He hath not dealt with us after our 


Sins, nor rewarded us according 
to our Imquittes. 


FF Deliverances, which David had receiy'd 
from the Hand of God; and the man 
ſignal Inſtances of the particular Care of the Di- 
vine Providence, in the Succeſſes, Security, and 
Protection of this Man after God's own Heart; 
which were as great, in all likelihood, as had been 
experienc'd by any Mortal Man: It was not to 
tempt him to any Thoughts of Pride, and to a 
high and haughty Conceit of himſelf, and Con- 
tempt of others; nor like the mighty Men and 
Tyrants of the Earth, who love to make Oſtenta- 
tion of their Power, and to boaſt of the Opportu- 
nities which they have of doing much Miſchief in 
the World, by an actual putting in Execution all 
that Barbarouſneſs, Revenge and Cruelty their 
Proſperity renders them capable of. Inſtead of 
this kind of Behaviour, and being dazzled with 
the glorious Appearance _ Temptation of theſe 

Out- 


T HE Reſult of the many great Favours and 
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rere . 


outward Things; he rather chuſes to retire into 
his own Breaſt, and to call his own wicked Ways 
under Examination, and from the ſerious View 
and Obſervance of them to expoſtulate and won- 
der with himſelf, at the exceeding Mercy and Fa- 
vour of God vouchſafed to him, notwithſtanding 
ſo great Unworthineſs; to the intent that he might 
hereby render the Praiſe of God, and his own 
Thankfulneſs more real and conſpicuous. It bein 
neceſſary, in Purſuance of this Deſign, that Man 
ſhould diſclaim all Merit of his own, and that the 
Divine Goodneſs ſhould be free from all Pretence 
of Competition; ſince if we would raiſe a Monu- 
ment of God's Glory, that ſhould carry our Gra- 
titude to any conſiderable Height and Eminence, 
we muſt lay the Foundation very low, in the deep- 
eſt Humiliation of our ſelves, and the moſt ſub- 
miſſive Acknowledgment of our own Baſeneſs and 
Demerits. 


This was the Senſe of Holy David, upon Con- 
ſideration of the whole Matter; and his Example 
is very fit to be imitated by all thoſe, who have 
any Deſire to equal him in a like grateful Senſe of 


the Divine Mercies : Since therefore we are met 


together, to celebrate the Praiſes of the Moſt High 
God, and to make known our Thankſgivings be- 
fore all the World, for the mighty Things He has 
done for us; and ſince we have ſo ſhining a Pat- 
tern as King David, to lead us on and conduct 
us in the right Performance, of this folemn Duty 

of 
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of Thanks and Praiſe; let us at leaſt ſtrive to e- 
qual him, if we cannot arrive ſo far as to go be- 
yond him. And then we ſhall moſt eaſily perceive, 
how exactly thoſe Words of his I have but now 
read do fit our Caſe, and how proper a Theme 
they are for our preſent Acknowledgment and Re- 
Joicings : 


That God hath not dealt with us after our 
Sins, nor rewarded us according to our Ini- 
quities. 


This kind of Confeſſion, upon Self- trial and Ex- 
amination, 1s what each Man's private and particular 
Circumſtances will eaſily ſuggeſt to him to be his Du- 
ty, and muſt make up a Part of that godly Diſcipline, 
which every true and ſincere Chriſtian exerciſes 
upon himſelf, as well for the exciting in himſelf a 
hearty Sorrow for Sin, as for the quickning in 
him a ſenſe of the Divine Fayours. But the De- 
ſign of this our preſent Solemnity being more pub- 
lick and univerſal, and the Benefits we now com- 
memorate, what do not ſo much concern us in a 
private Capacity, as in being Partakers of a Na- 
tional Bleſſing: My Obſervations upon the Words 


of the Text muſt, by conſequence, be of a more 
to us the gracious 


gencral Nature, repreſentin 
manner of God's dealing with this Nation of ours, 
notwithſtanding the great Perverſeneſs of our Be- 
haviour towards him, and the manifold Proyoca- 
tions we aftront him * From which it cannot 

2 but 
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but appear, that he has had all along far more a 
regard to his own kind and compaſſionate Inclina- 


tions, than to the Demerit of our Offences; and 


this ſure ſhould not only make the deepeſt Im- 


preſſions upon our Minds of the ſenſe of our Sin- 


fuincſs and Unworthineſs, but raiſe our Gratitude 


to the higheſt pitch. In order to which, give me 


leaye, 


Firſt, To put you in Mind of One or Two of 


thoſe mighty Tranſgreſſions that do fo apparently 


belong to us, and that lye ſo heavy on this Na- 
tion. x | | 


Secondly, To recolle& the general Courſe of 


God's Favours, which nevertheleſs he vouchſafes 


to us. 


And, Firſt, I am to put you in Mind of thoſe 
mighty Tranſgreſſions which we are ſo apparently 


guilty of, and which preſs ſo hard upon the Na- 


tion. | 


I am ſenſible how hard a Task I have enterd. 


upon in undertaking ſuch a Charge, and am pretty 
well advis'd of the Danger and Unwelcomneſs of 
the Employment, in ſuſtaining the Part of an Ac- 
cuſer, a thing which was look'd upon to have a 


very ill Atpect in the flouriſhing Times of the Ro- 


in his Se- man Government, and what * Tully thinks ought 
very rarely to be done, and then only when it was 
| done. 
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done in Favour of the oppreſs'd, or in Duty to 


the common Welfare; in which Caſe of publick 
Enemies, he thinks there is even ſome Excuſe for 
a Man's not being frequent in ſuch Accuſations, 
and chat he ought to keep himſelf within Bounds, 
becauſe, as he goes on, 1t 1s the Part of an 1ll-na- 
tur'd Man, and indeed ſcarce of a Man, to be al- 


ways acting the Plaintiff; and beſides the Danger it 


brings upon the Perſon that proſecutes, it is an in- 
famous thing, and the Character of being an In- 
former very odious. And then he proceeds to tell 


us of one who was Notorious, and Nick-nam'd 
on this Account. This was the Condition in which 


it ſtood in thoſe Days, and in the Eye of the Ci- 


vil State. And doubtleſs to take up the Charge a- 


gainſt a whole Nation, would be eſteem'd a far 
more daring and audacious Undertaking, ſhould we 
attend to the Verdict of thoſe Men, who are 


moy'd only by moral Conſiderations. But when 


this is done on a Religious Account, when it is 


done for the good of the Party accus'd, and when 
the charging it home is for the Benefit and Intereſt 
of the Common-wealth, when it is not indeed ſo 


much a formal Complaint and Accuſation againſt 


us, as a friendly Caution and Admonition to us to 
accuſe our ſelves, that we be not hereafter ac, 


cus'd by our own Conſciences, and finally con- 


demn'd and caſt off by God: This is fo far from 


having any Tin&ure of Odium or Diſgrace, that 
Chriſtian Religion obliges us to do it carneſtly and 
frequently. Nay, we are not only to be put in 


mind of our Offences whenſoever we en 
ut 
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but the Miniſters of God have further more a 


Tit. 2. 15- Commiſſion entruſted with them, To rebuke with 


all Authority: The neglect of which would be not 
only a Breach of Truſt, with reſpect to God, but 
a Want of Charity to the Souls of Men. Let us 
therefore, my Brethren, exhort one another, and 
be exhorted to think upon the Tranſgreſſions of 
this ſinful Nation, and to lay them ſeriouſly to 


Heart; and we may conſider them under theſe 
Two Kinds. 


Firſt, The Sins of Unfaithfulneſs. 
Secondly, That of Ingratitude. 


And, Firſt, The Sins of Unfaithfulneſs. 


By which I do not underſtand a total Infidelity, 
nor is it to be imagin'd, that it is here intended to 
bring a Charge of Atheiſm upon the Nation; a 
Monſter which, I hope, our Soil will not bear, tho? 
the Seeds of Deiſm, in Oppoſition to reveal'd Re- 
ligion, are, I fear, but too fruitful amongſt us. May 
1t therefore ſuffice to take the Word in the uſual 
Acceptation, as it only denotes a Breach of Truſt, 
and a not coming up to our Pretences: And this, 
tho' it does not, I hope and believe, affect the 
greateſt part of us, yet I fear, upon Enquiry, it 
will be found to lye very hard upon a far too con- 
ſiderable Part of the Nation. And to make this 
appear to be not only a bare Surmiſe, let us but 
only inſtance in this one Caſe of Religion, in 
which, above all others, if any thing can claim 

0 
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of us, we ought to be moſt ſincere and faithful. 
How unwilling are Men, when tax'd with it, to 
undergo the leaſt Charge of being faulty in this 
Particular? And how ready and open are they in their 
Acknowledgments, upon occaſion, as to the hap 
py Temper and Conſtitution of our Eugliſß Go- 
vernment above all others, both in Church and 
State. To declare that Men are of an ill Nature 
and Diſpoſition, that are not contented with the 
preſent State of Things ; that it 1s our peculiar 
Bleſſing, and the greateſt Happineſs that the God 
of Heaven could beſtow upon us, not only to 
have the Enjoyment of that pure Religion, which 
is our own particular Conſolation and Felicit 
here at home, but that has ever been, and that 
continues ſtill to be the Praiſe and Delight, the 
Defence and Comfort of all the Reform'd that are 
abroad: This is what we are ready enough to talk 
and boaſt of : But, alas! how far are we to be ac- 
counted true and faithful in all this kind of Diſcoufſe, 
or is it to be look'd upon as any more than mere 
Diſcourſe? The Reſolution of this Query will put 
the Matter out of Controverſie. For if theſe Preten- 
ces be to any purpoſe, let us only make this De- 
mand, How comes it to pals that on one Hand ſo 
many, who allow the Religion of the Church of 
England to be True and Orthodox, and that in all 
things it may be innocently comply'd with, do 
nevertheleſs not only ſeparate from us without 
Reaſon, but contrary to the Intentions and De- 
ſign of the kind Indulgence which is granted _ 
an 
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and againſt all manner of Reaſon, boaſt themſelves 
againſt us, and pretend to equal us with their 
Numbers? And what is yet worſe on the other 
Hand, How comes it to paſs, that even thoſe 
-who are within the Church, and who are autho- 
riz'd to teach Men better things, ſhould, I know 
not by what kind of Enchantment, be preyail'd 
on to feed Men in theſe Humours, and out of a 
miſtaken Charity to uphold Men in all manner of 
Uncharitableneſs, and Breach of Chriſtian Com- 
munion ? Is-this an Argument that there is any 
Sincerity in what we ſay? Or that we are any way 
true and faithful to our Profeſſions of being pleas'd 
with the preſent State, and that we have an Af- 
fection to the Church, while we neither ſpeak in 
its Defence, nor are concern'd at the Affronts that 
are caſt upon it; but can patiently behold its Ser- 
vice ridicul'd, its Patrons libell'd and abus'd, and 
its Enemies marching on in Triumph, and making 
their Progreſs to the higheſt Degree of Inſolence 
without Interruption, and without Blame, and 
without finding Fault with any but thoſe, who are 
ſo true to their Duty, as to reprehend them for 
their Seditious Arrogance. 


Or can Men think in this manner that they acquit 
themſelves of Faithfulneſs towards God? Can 
they preſume to ſay, that they have any Faith and 
Confidence in Him, when they will not truſt 
Him with the Defence of that which is ſo much 
His Care, nor depend upon Him for the Pro- 

tection 


— ——— AS » — Freren 


Ma 4 —_— m. 
1 5 


TT 


\ a m— 


' Thankſgiving for the Victory, & 


tection of His Church, and of the Beſt and Pureſt 
Religion 11 the World ? Is it not too much like a 
Diſtruſt, of His either being not able, or not wil- 
ling, to aſſiſt and help us in the Defence of it? 
when any ſceming Inconvenience, or apparent 
Difficulty makes us draw back and be afraid, and 
when any Trick of Human Policy, or Indiſpoſiti- 
on of Second Cauſes, can make us for any Time 
to ſuſpend our Duty to that God, and His Religi- 
on, who oyer-rules all of them, and who is ſo 
faithful in all that He promiſes to His Church, 
that even the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
it, be our Hearts never ſo unfaithful. It behoves 
us therefore, in this Point, to enquire, whether or 
no we our ſelves are not guilty, whether or no we 
have come up to our own Profeſſions and Preten- 
ces, or luth.iently put our Truſt in God: But if 
we ſhall find our ſelves to fall ſhort, I pray God 
our future Demeanour may be ſuch, that he lay 
not ſo grcat a Sin to our Charge. 


But if our Unfaithfulneſs can be cloathed with 
ſo much Artifice, and be foften'd, and ſmooth'd 
over with ſuch moderate Terms, as ſcem to allow 
it ſome kind of charitable Excuſe, and render it 


leſs diſcernible and notorious: Yet alas! What 1 
2m now to mention in the 


Second Place; Our Ingratitude is moſt Fla- 
grant. | | 
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There is no need to make Proof of this, whilſt 
there are ſo many Living Inſtances of it amongſt 
us, of Perſons that are perpetually uneaſie and 
diſſatisfy'd; to whom every thing that is done of 
late gives Offence, and who ſhew themſclves not 


to be pleas'd with any thing; who magnifie our 


Fears in Time of Danger, and when God youch- 
ſafes us a Deliverance, will ſcarce acknowledge the 
Succeſs, or diſcern the favourable Providence of 
God, and his abundant Mercics; endeayouring ſtill 
to. detract from them, and diminiſh them, either 
by an unequal Comparing of them with former 
Succeſſes, or oyer-ſhadowing them with the Fear 
of greater Evils that threaten us yet in View. B 

ſuch falſe Arithmetick, and unjuſt Ways of Reck- 
oning, are all God's Favours reduc'd to nothing; 
that Men may be ungrateful without a Fault. And 
has not this been too much a conſtant National 
Fault? I need not run far back to evince it, I with 
it had not been too notorious, even in this auſpi- 
cious Reign. A Reign made up of ſuch Succeſſes, 
as need not fear a fair Compariſon with any that 


has gone before. And as this has not tempted our 


moſt Pious QUEEN to forget the Hand that 
gave them, ſo ought it to teach Men ſo much Mo- 
deſty and Gratitude, as to ſpeak with Reverence 
and Honour of Her Religious Concern for us; b 
whole Hands, and for whoſe Sake ſo great Bleſ- 
ſings are convey'd to us. And yet all along how 
ſparing have ſome Men been, and n, to 
allow 
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allow the leaſt Tribute of Praiſe, or to diſcover 
the leaſt Senſe of Gratitude, for all that has ſo 
happily befallen us? Vigo, and the laſt Campaign 
are a Proof of this; which are either beat down 
to ſuch a Price as is very low and inconſiderable, 
or if allow'd to be of any Worth, are aſcrib'd to 
ſome remote Cauſe: Hereby plucking off the Lau- 
rel from them who were alive and preſent in thoſe 
Actions, to crown the Temples of the Dead; and 
imprudently placing it upon the Head of Him, 
v ho were he ſenſible of what theſe Men do, would 
think himſelf not a little injur'd, by ſuppoſing that 
his Glory needed or was capable of any Addition 
from that which 1s another's Due. And is this En- 
vy and Detraction the only Sign of Mens Ingrati- 
tude? Have they not proceeded further with their 
Complaints and Murmurings, to inſinuate the Su- 
ſpicion of great Diſorders and Miſmanagements, 
not fearing to arraign our Moſt Gracious Soveraign 
Her ſelf in the Perſons of Her Miniſtry ? For what 
Noiſe have we net had, about Projects laid that 
were never deſign'd to take Effect, and of Fleets 
firted out with no other Intentions of taking any 
Thing but Pay? Nor have the Names of ſome 
been ſpared, from all that Obloquy and Reproach 
which ſome Men thought they could hoad them 
with for the ſake of the Church, or which they 
could throw upon the Church on their Accounts: 
Which Sympathy, and this their Joint-Suffering 
with the Church, will doubtleſs ſo endear them to 
it, and fix them ſo immovable in its Intereſts, as to 
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render them uncapabl- of Leing ſhaken from it, by 
all thoſe Legions of Evil Spirits that threaten the 
Defenders of it; againſt whom they have hiſs'd ſo 
loudly, and ſhed ſo much of their Vencmous Poi— 
ſon even in Print, and in ſuch impudent Manner, 
as ſcarce any Nation eyer knew, and none would 
pardon but our own. 


For have not Men lent too much an Ear to 
ſuch fooliſh Out- crics, chiming in inadyertent] 
with the unſeen Contrivances of Men ſeditiouſly 
inclin'd, and carrying on their dark Intrigues un- 
der a Vizor of Moderation and Popularity? being 
hereby prevaiPd upon themſelyes quickly to believe 
things that are falſe, and as readily to force the Be- 
lief of ſuch things upon others whereof they are 
not ſure themſelves. A Weakneſs, to ſa nothing 
worſe, which thoſe Men cannot deny themſelves 
to be guilty of, who not only read their ſeditious 
Papers, but argue from them, By the Firſt decla- 
ring, that they are not eager to diſcourage them; 
by the Laſt, that they openly approve them. This 
is a ſore Evil under the Sun, and an unavoidable 
Sign of Mens Ingratitude. And has not God been 
dilpleaſed with us for all this? Yes; and has ma- 
nifeſted himſelf to be thoroughly angry at our 
Murmurings and Confuſtons, in fuch a terrible and 
fevere manner, as ſhook the very Foundations of 
the Earth: And how did every one of us tremble 
then, and our Hearts miſgive us, when we heard 
him ſpeaking out of the 'I'cmpeſt? And were op- 
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preſs'd with the Fears of utter Exciſion, 'till ſuch 
time as his Dear Servant, our Moſt Gracious So- 
veraign, whom he has ſo long preſerv'd for our 
Good, interpos' d with a Peace-Offering ; which 
She deſired" for the Sake of his poor Miniſters he 
would be pleaſed to accept, and for the Sake of his 
Holy Church, which he has promiſed ſhall endure 
for eyer, that he would not utterly cut us off. And 
ſurely her Righteous Prayer was heard, and her 
Oblation not only accepted and approv'd of, by 
Removal of the preſent Evil; but her munificent 
Care of his Church, has furthermore met with its 
Reward, in thoſe Succeſſes to her Victorious Arms 
which will render the Memory of QUEEN 
INN 's Reign, in all Ages and Countries, to 
be for ever Glorious. While the ſecret Enemies of 
our Church have this viſible Mark of God's Fa- 
vour on its behalf, to convince them of their Pre- 
Judices, and to ſweeten their Affections towards 
it; I pray God it may have its Effect, as to be- 
hold the moſt Glorious Action of theſe later Times, 
atchiev'd under the Renowned Conduct of ſuch a 
Perſon, as is not only an Eugliſb Man, but a pro- 
fefs'd Member of the Church of England; and of 
One, which is a Thing that ſhould touch them 
with Shame and with Remorſe, who ſo little a 
while ago had ſuffer'd ſo hard, both in their Speech- 
es and Opinions of him. But the Mention of theſe 
Things is unpleaſant, and I had not dwelt ſo long 
upon 'em, but to give us a Senſe of our Unwor- 


thineſs, by a Sight of our Unfaithfulneſs and In- 
gratitude z 


r 


5³ẽ — 2 - 


————— 


A Sermon upon the 


gratitude ; the Conſideration of which, and ag- 
gravating them with all the inflaming Circumſtan- 
ces which the Caſe of the Nation will admit of, 
can't but put us into a fit Temper and Diſpoſition 
to abaſe our ſelves, and humbly to acknowledge 
the Divine Mercies; which will both raiſe our 
Gratitude to a Pitch, and render our Thankſgiv- 
ings more compleat. 


I ſhall now therefore ſhift to the more pleaſant Scene, 
and here I might recolleG a long Train of the ma- 
ny Mercies and Deliverances, which, notwithſtandin 
all our Murmurings and Backſlidings, God Almigh- 
ty has, through many Ages, been pleaſed, out of 
his mere Grace, to exhibit to theſe ſinful Nations; 
but ſhall now confine my ſelf to the particular Buſi- 
neſs of the Day: Which is to give you an Account of 
one of the Greateſt Enterprizes that has happen'd 
in this laſt Age. Give me Leave to repeat it; I 
ſay, One of the Greateſt Actions of this laſt Age. 


Great, with regard to the Iſſue of it, which 
has been of ſo great Importance in the preſent Ba- 
lancing of Affairs, and in giving a new and unex- 
pected Turn, towards leſſening the Fears, and diſ- 


poſing the Fortunes, and promiſing the Peace of 
all Europe. | 


Great, with reſpect to us, who have the Princi- 
pal Share, both in the Joy and the Honour of Ae; 
being begun with the Advice, and perfected by the 
Valour of the Engliſb Nation. Great, 
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Great, as the Effect of the great Wiſdom of our 
Moſt Illuſtrious QUEEN, in making Choice of 
ſucha GENERAL; and in the Conduct of an 
Engliſh General, the Ableſt and moſt Fortunate of 
his Age. 


I muſt confeſs, to raiſe in your Minds any pro- 
portiona ole Idca of a Thing of ſo ſublime a Na- 
ture, would tempt me to delire the moſt perfect 
Eloquence, join'd with the cxacteſt Skill in Mar- 
tial Affairs; that thoſe politer Arts, which are 
endu'd with a peculiar Fitneſs to celebrate the 
Praiſe of Military Virtues and Accompliſhments, 
might render a juſt Tribute to thoſe Arms which 
render their Retirements ſo ſecure. 


But this is a Task that is worthy of the greateſt 
Orator, and to engage the Eloquence of even Ci- 
cero himſelf; let him therefore undertake the 
Charge, and aſſume the Honour to himlelf, which 
will be too. great for an Interior. 


6 There are, ſays he, in my Opinion, theſe Four 
«© Things which ſhould go together, tounake up 
< the Character of a Great General; Knowledge in 
« Military Affairs, Courage, Authority, and Suc- 
« ceſs. Which Number if Tally has caſt up right, 
L fee nothing which his GRACE the DV Kk E of 
Marlborough can require, to finiſh: the Part of æ 
Commander abſolutcly. Great and Perfect, b 
or 


— 


— tt. * 


** 
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For as to his S in Martial Affairs, has he 
not been train'd up in them from his Youth, and 
paſs'd through all thoſe neceſſary Parts of Diſci- 


pline, and been ſhifred and advanced by his Merit, 


to all thoſe ſeveral Poſts and Degrees, that could 
give him Honour or Experience? 


And as for his Grace's undoubted Courage, and 
unqueſtionable Yalour, what Words can expreſs it? 
W har Oration ſo eloquent, as to be able to come 
up to it? Thoſe common Ingredients which are 
generally requir'd to the Compoſition of a ſupreme 


_ Commander in an Army, ſuch as are Labour and 


Induſtry in Buſmeſs and Action, Intrepidity in caſe 
of Danger, Nimbleneſs in Diſpatch, and Prudence 
in the Forecaſt of Affairs: Thele were all ſo very 
eminent in his Grace, as that we have ſcarce ever 
ſeen or heard the like in any General; and ſo par- 
ticular in this Action, as not to be cquall'd by any 
other. For as to the Prudence of his Forecaſt, 
and Wiſdom in the Choice of his Defign, and at 
the ſame time of the Quzckneſs. of the Exccution 
of it, what could be a greater Evidence, than his 
ſo eaſily Jeading an Exgliſb Army into the Bowels 
of ſuch a diſtant Country, by a Piece of Conduct, 


which ſome Men out of Envy laugh'd at, others 


out of Fear deſpaird of, but which met with a 
victorious Iſſue, even before the greateſt Part of 
thoſe who talked of it, could ſo much as gueſs at 
what was intended by it. And then for his "m_ 
an 


— 
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and indefatigable Labour, than the inexpreſſible 
Diligence which he us'd to give all neceſſary Or- 
ders on that glorious Day, in acquiring the Im- 
mortal Fame of which he continu'd fo many Hours 
on Horſeback. And certainly neyer was Valour 
more conſpicuous, than in that auſpicious Mo- 
ment, when he eſcap'd the near Approaches of 
that Danger, which fill'd the whole Engliſb Army 
with doubtful Apprehenſions, and a Concern for 
the Safety of their General. 

And it muſt of neceſſity be a moſt pregnant At- 
gument of his having arriv'd to the higheſt pitch 
of Reputation and Authority, to be entruſted with 
the Supream Command in a Country ſo far diſtant 
from his own, at the Head of ſo many Confede- 
rate Armies, led on under the united Condutt of 
ſo great a Number of Renown'd and Experienc'd 
Officers, and Princely Commanders. And doubt- 
leſs it muſt, in a wonderful manner, contribute to- 
wards endearing him to thoſe who were more 1m- 
mediately under his Care, to ſee themſelves in 
ſuch Eſteem abroad, and to be Sharers in that Re- 
putation of their General, which gave them ſo 
great Hopes of what they ſo carneſtly endeayour'd, 
on obtain'd, to retrieve the Honour of the Eng liſb 

ation. | 


For what crown'd all his other Virtues and Ac- 
compliſhments was the ſucceſsful Event, which 
has not only been the Reward of all his Courage, 
Care and Conduct, which, without this finiſning 

D Stroke, 


— 


—— 
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Stroke, muſt have appear'd much leſs in the E- 
ſteem of Men; but as it juſtifies the high Prudence 
of his Royal Miſtreſs, in placing a Truſt of ſo great 
Importance in one who had all things to deſerve it, 
ſo is it an irreſiſtible Argument of a more than or- 
dinary Interpoſition of the Divine Proyidence, that 
God was with her, and that ſo great an Action 
diſclaims its Original from mere Human Conduct, 
and awes all to the Superior Direction of that In- 
finite Wiſdom which giveth Counſel to Princes. 


This indeed is that which complcats a Character 
that is truly Noble and Magnificent. As for other 
things, they generally admit of ſome Deductions, 
and there are many who ſhare the Praiſes of them. 
The Obedience, Induſtry and Valour of the, com- 
mon Soldiers, the Counſel, Diligence and Activi— 
Fe other Officers; but above all thoſe Sinews of 

ar, the ready Supplies of Mony and neceſſary Provi- 


ſions, which are the Effect of great Prudence in the Ma- 


nagement of a well-order'd Treaſury, a thing which 
England can now more than ever boaſt of. Theſe are 
each of them what will demand their Share in the 
Glory of any Famous Action; but to be the One 
Perſon, who out of ſo many Thouſands ſhould 
have the Sole and Supream Command in an En- 
terpriſe on many Accounts ſo glorious; this is the 
ſingular good Fortune of the Engliſb General, to 
be the only Perſon ſingled out to do ſo much Ser- 
vice to his Queen, ſo much Honour to his Coun- 


try, ſo much for the Safety, Eaſe and ds pas 
0 


— 
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of the Roman Empire and of all Europe; this is a 


particular Favour of the Divine Proyidence to the 
Duke of Marlborough. | 


What then remains to be done by us, but that | 
imitating Her Majeſty's Royal Example, who this 
Day. Honours this City with Her Preſence, being | 
come to give Thanks and rejoice with us; but that 
we meet Her with the ſame Pious and Devout Af- 
fections, tho' we cannot be in the ſame Place, that 
our Hearts may bear a Part in the Thankſgiving, | 
tho' our Voices cannot reach ſo far. Let us there- 
fore magnifie and adore the Name of the moſt 
high God, who hath given Victory to our glorious 
QUEEN. Let us acknowledge and return our 
moſt hearty Thanks for this and all other his graci- 
ous Mercies, and let us manifeſt our Thankſgiving 
by the viſible and moſt genuine Fruits and Effects 
of it, glorifying God in our Lives; no longer pro- 
voking him to ſealouſie with our Murmurings and 
Diſſentions, but agreeing in the Unity of the ſame 
Spirit, and conſenting together in an Univerſal 
Charity and Conformity in Divine Worſhip, ac- 
cording to the Rules of that moſt excellent Church, 
which the beſt of Laws has Eſtabliſh'd, and the 
beſt of QUEENS does Protect, and whoſe Mo- 
therly Care and Affection the God of Heaven does 
reward, having given Her Strength in the Day of 
Battel, 


In a Word, we ought to be ſincerely in Love 


with ſuch a Religion, and entirely ne, to 
. uch 
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ſuch a QUEEN, beſeeching God for Her con- 
ſtant Health, and the long continuance of Her 
| Reign; that Her Armies may have many, and yet 
| mightier Succeſſes under the Conduct of ſuch a 
3% General; and having laid the firm Foundation of 
an Honourable and Laſting Peace, may She long 
enjoy the Bleſſings of it, being the Delight of Her 
own People, the Admiration of Her Allies, the 
Terror of Her Enemies, and the Glory of the 
Weſtern World. 


BP May the God of all Glory, Power and Might, 
5 | grant this, for the Sake, and thro" the Merits 
of his only well-beloved Son, our Lord and 
Saviour Feſus Chriſt, &c. 


—— —  Aearm—— 


— , — — 


% 
* 
5 - 


3 , . + a - - 
S SSs = * — - a - * 
. 
„ 1 - * 
* 
. 
* 
4 4 * 3 - 
- — 
* OY 
——— 


— 


ſuch a QUEEN; beſeeching God for Her con- 
ſtant Health, and the long continuance of Her 
Reign; that Her Armies may have many, and yet 
mightier Succeſſes under the Conduct of ſuch a 
General; .and having laid the firm Foundation of 
an Honourable and Laſting Peace, may She lon 

enjoy the Bleſſings of it, being the Delight of Her 
own People, the Admiration of Her Allics, the 


Terror of Her -Enemies, and the Glory of the 
Weſtern World. 


May the God of all Glory, Power and Might, 
grant this, for the Sake, and thro the Merits 
of his only well-beloved Son, our Lord and 
Saviour Feſus Chriſt, &c. 
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